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Mid-Region Council of Governments 
METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Action Summary 

MTB     April 21, 2023 

April 21, 2023 (A hybrid meeting) 

Klarissa Pena, Chair         Donald Lopez, Vice-Chair 

AGENDA 

TAB 1 

TAB 2 

Call to Order 

Klarissa Pena, City of ABQ, called the meeting to order at 10:02 AM Roll was called, 
and the presence of a quorum was noted. The attendance sheet is included in this 
Action Summary. 

Note that this meeting was in a hybrid format. 

Approval of the April 21, 2023  Agenda 

Action Taken: 

Donald Lopez, City of Los Ranchos, made a motion to: 

APPROVE THE AGENDA FOR April 21, 2023 

Tammy Fiebelkorn, City of ABQ, seconded the motion and passed unanimously on a 
roll-call vote of 20 in favor, and none opposed. See the voting sheet. 

Approval of the March 17, 2023 Action Summary 

Action Taken: 

Renee Grout, City of ABQ, made a motion to: 

APPROVE THE ACTION SUMMARY OF March 17, 2023 

Tammy Fiebelkorn, City of ABQ, seconded the motion and passed unanimously on 
a vote of 20 in favor, and none opposed. See the voting sheet. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

TAB 3 Public Comments 

Steven Montiel, MRMPO Program Manager, informed the committee that the MRMPO 
received a letter from four State Representatives. MRMPO reached out to these State 
Representatives to schedule meetings to discuss the process of what the MPO does, 
who’s eligible for Federal funding, and to discuss concerns or issues in the South 
Valley. The meetings will take place on May 22, 2023.  

There were no other public comments for TIP or any other items at this time. 
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REPORTS 

TAB 4 Reports 

 Mid Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MRMPO) Staff

Kendra Montanari, MRMPO Transportation Planning & Technical Services Manager, 
informed the committee that the MPO is working on the agreements for the Safe 
Streets and Roads for All grant with FHWA/USDOT and putting together a scope of 
work with the consultant team for our Regional Transportation Safety Action Plan 
update. As part of this effort, we are hosting trainings. We just held a primer on the 
Safe Systems Approach with a speaker who is a national leader in the field of Safety 
Planning.  

The next Training is hosted by UNM and is Planning and Designing for Pedestrian 
Safety May 23-25th in the MRCOG Board Room. Lastly, we are working on creating a 
steering committee of officials and a technical team of agency staff to lead this effort.  

In addition, MPO technical services continue to be available for grant applications, 
comprehensive planning, and other assistance. We are constantly bolstering our 
datasets for forecasting, mapping, planning, and land use. 

 Active Transportation Committee (ATC)

Tara Cok, MRMPO Active Transportation Planner, informed the committee that the 
consultant team for the nonmotorized count’s expansion study has presented an 
Existing Conditions report that explores existing challenges to a consistent and 
comprehensive program. It highlights best practices and peer cities that may serve as 
models to grow the program. The Draft report is being updated based on feedback.  

The next Active Transportation Committee meeting will be on Friday, April 21 from 
noon-1 pm at the MRCOG building (and on Zoom). The City of Albuquerque will be 
presenting on Bikeways & Trails Facilities Plan update.  

 TPTG

Steven Montiel, MRMPO Program Manager informed the board that the action items on 
the agenda came recommended for approval from the Transportation Program 
Technical Group.  

 Transportation Coordinating Committee (TCC)

Steven Montiel, MRMPO Program Manager informed the board that the action items on 
the agenda came recommended for approval from the Transportation Coordination 
Committee.  

 Congestion Management Process Committee (CMP)

Willy Simon, MRMPO Transportation Planner, mentioned that the TAQA update is 
nearing completion. The consultants, the Timmons Group, mailed an external hard 
drive with all the congestion data on it, which was put on the servers. They also sent 
the application which is being hosted on the servers and it will draw from the data 
received to give users downloadable congestion data.  
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 Land Use & Transportation Integration Committee (LUTI)

Peach Anderson-Tauzer, MRMPO Outreach and Engagement Planner informed the 
committee that LUTI met last month to discuss moving into the 2045 MTP. They had a 
joint presentation from James, Tara, and Peach on the Land Use Model, how they 
forecast, and the Target Scenario for growth. James showed how changes in zoning 
from CABQ IDO have brought us closer to achieving the Target Scenario, which is 
based on the goals of more balanced jobs and housing and targeted investments in 
our centers and corridors. There was a discussion of scenario development for the 
2045 MTP including the potential for alternative population and economic scenarios.  

 Intelligent Transportation Systems Subcommittee (ITS)

Nathan Masek, MRMPO Senior Transportation Planner, informed the committee that 
the ITS Subcommittee met to continue to review recommendations from the Incident 
Management Plan completed last quarter. Additionally, the committee finalized the 
review of the FY24-29 TIP project proposals for consistency with the Regional ITS 
Architecture and in support of the federal rule “940”. A summary memo was generated 
which included the findings of the review, along with plan maintenance-action to 
accommodate the inclusion of new ITS Services for advanced bicycle and pedestrian 
detection at intersections. Most noteworthy in this review is the fact that this process 
identified 33 of the over 56 projects submitted for funding to include ITS elements in 
their design, and thus is an indication that our local agencies are embracing advanced 
technologies to enhance the safety and mobility of the transportation system. 

ACTION ITEMS 

TAB 5 
R-23-07 MTB

Amending the FFY 2020-2025 TIP (Out of Cycle TIP Amendment) 

Steven Montiel, MRMPO Program Manager, informed the MTB board that the Out of 
Cycle TIP Amendment has received unanimous support for approval by the TPTG 
and the TCC.  

Mr. Montiel explained that the Montgomery/I-25 Interchange project received State 
funding and it required some changes to other existing NMDOT projects in order to 
make it whole. Construction can happen in the near future, pending the approval of 
the Out of Cycle TIP Amendment.  

Steven Montiel stood for questions. 

Councilor Stuart Murray, Village of Corrales, asked by reducing the funding, and 
pushing the projects out, what does that do to the structural integrity of those 
intersections and the bridges, if they’re deteriorating and we keep pushing the funds 
out, how does that impact the safety of those particular areas?  

Mr. Montiel turned the question over to Justin Gibson and Jill Mosner from the 
NMDOT.  

Justin Gibson, NMDOT, explained that the NMDOT has been trying to financially 
constrain the Montgomery project for some time. NMDOT is also looking at ways of 
funding the Rio Bravo, as well as the Gibson project. Both the Rio Bravo and the 
Gibson projects are progressing. Design will still continue on Rio Bravo and the 
preliminary program management will continue on Gibson.  
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TAB 6 
R-23-08 MTB

Councilor Murray, Village of Corrales, asked in the legislative process, the NMDOT 
was asking for a lot of money. What is the outcome of that legislative process and was 
there additional funds that will be coming into the district?  

Justin Gibson, NMDOT, answered yes, there were additional funds. That’s going to be 
listed on the out-of-cycle amendment. The NMDOT did receive funding from house bill 
II from the 2023 legislative cycle. He also mentioned that District Three is aware of the 
BIL funding that’s available through the FHWA. The district will be working with the 
FHWA office in New Mexico, to ask for a debrief so that the NMDOT can better 
understand how to apply for grants.  

Chair Klarissa Pena, City of ABQ, informed the MPO that the board could use an 
amendment summary on projects so that new members have a better understanding. 

Steven Montiel, MRMPO, confirmed that moving forward the MPO will provide an 
addendum to the amendments, to help make it easier to understand. It will be 
provided in June for the next third-cycle TIP amendment.  

Claudia Patricia Merlo, MRMPO Transportation Planner, presented in detail the 
changes to the NMDOT funding that took place in order for projects to be completed. 
She also mentioned the new project for Rio Metro and the deletion of the Valencia 
County project due to TPF funding.  

Action Taken: 

Donald Lopez, City of Los Ranchos, made a motion to: 

Amend the FFY 2020-2025 TIP (Out of Cycle TIP Amendment) 

Stuart Murray, Village of Corrales, seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously  
on a vote of 19 in favor, one abstained from voting, and none opposed. See the voting 
sheet. 

Adopting the Mid-Region Council of Governments Title VI Program 

Claudia Patricia Merlo, MRMPO Transportation Planner, presented the updated Title 
VI Program to the MTB board.  

There were no questions from the MTB members. 

Action Taken:  

Tammy Fiebelkorn, City of ABQ, made a motion to: 

Adopt the Mid-Region Council of Governments Title VI Program 

Renee Grout, City of ABQ, seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously 
on a vote of 20 in favor and none opposed. See the voting sheet.  
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DISCUSSION ITEMS 

TAB 7 

TAB 8 

Status of TIP Development 2024-2029 

Mr. Montiel gave a brief presentation on where the MPO is currently at with the FFY 
2024-2029 TIP development process and presented a timeline on past and future TIP 
development benchmarks. Mr. Montiel mentioned a final TIP for public comment and 
review will be available by June of 2023. Final TIP adoption is anticipated by July 21, 
2023, or August 2023 at the latest.  

Steven Montiel stood for questions. 

Mayor Donald Lopez, City of Los Ranchos, asked if the amount of money received is 
set in stone? Is there a possibility of getting more funding from the BIL or any other 
source? 

Steven Montiel stated that the money being programmed are the formula funds that the 
MPO receives should be final figures for the metro area, Mr. Montiel also mentioned 
that there are additional opportunities for funding through national and competitive 
discretionary funding opportunities.  

Patrick Montoya, City of ABQ, asked if the funds that were allocated for the transit 
department in Albuquerque, have been discussed with the transit director or staff? 

Mr. Montiel stated that yes, the MPO has been working with the designated staff that’s 
on the TPTG, as well as the transportation coordination committees and all the requests 
went through City Council.  

There were no other questions from the board. 

Orthophotography Presentation 

Forest Replogle, MRMPO, gave a presentation on Orthophotography. Forest 
explained that orthophotography is digital aerial photography that has been 
geometrically corrected or “orthorectified”. The software is useful in creating precise 
maps and models of the terrain. Forest showed some examples while using 
orthophotography and mentioned that orthophotography will be useful for member 
agencies and the public.  

Steven Montiel encouraged the agencies that are interested in the orthophotography 
program to partner with the MPO for their next project.  

There were no questions from the board. 

INFORMATION ITEMS 

TAB 9 Review of upcoming MTB Agenda Items: 
 Review of the Draft FFY 2024-2029 TIP

Steven Montiel stated that the TIP Development draft will be ready in May. 

There were no questions from the board.  
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